
Progressivism Unit final assessment rubric 
 
Assignment Exceptional Good Average Poor 
Tombstone  Your tombstone 

contains the 
name of your 
person, when 
they lived and a 
eulogy that 
effectively and 
succinctly 
conveys the 
importance of the 
person’s life. 
Your tombstone 
is creatively 
designed both in 
template and in 
color and 
illustration. 

Your tombstone 
contains the 
name of your 
person, when 
they lived and a 
eulogy that 
portrays the 
person’s life.  
Your tombstone 
design is 
somewhat 
creative and 
contains some 
color but not too 
much.   

Your tombstone 
contains the 
name of your 
person, when 
they lived and a 
eulogy of sorts 
but misses some 
of the key points.  
You have 
designed a 
tombstone but it 
lacks creativity.   

Your tombstone 
may contain a 
name and dates 
you do not 
include a eulogy 
or include one 
that is 
inaccurate.  Your 
tombstone is 
bland and not 
eye catching.  A 
definite lack of 
effort is evident 
in your project. 

20 points 
possible 

20 points 15-19 11-14 10 and under 

     
Obituary Your obituary is 

styled after a 
typical 
newspaper 
obituary.  It 
contains the 
persons name, the 
date of their 
death and 
pertinent 
information about 
their life 
including things 
of importance or 
accomplishments 
of that person.  A 
picture should be 
included as well 
(black and white 
is acceptable) 

Your obituary is 
styled after a 
typical 
newspaper 
obituary.  It 
contains the 
persons name, the 
date of their 
death and some 
important 
information about 
their life.  A 
picture may or 
may not be 
included. 

Your obituary 
resembles a 
typically formal 
paper, may be too 
long or too short.  
You have the 
persons name and 
date of death but 
it lacks definite 
items of 
importance about 
the person and 
does not have a 
picture. 

Your obituary is 
improperly 
formatted lacks 
the necessary 
basic 
information 
required in 
writing an 
obituary such as 
items of 
importance, 
accomplishments 
and what the 
person did.  No 
picture is 
included. 

20 points 
possible 

20 points 15-19 11-14 10 and under 

     



Assignment Exceptional Good Average Poor 
Formal 
Paper 

Your paper will 
contain the who, 
what, when, 
where and how of 
the person’s life, 
events and 
accomplishments.  
I am looking for 
the important 
moments of that 
person’s life that 
helped shape or 
change America.  
Your paper will 
be free of 
spelling and 
grammatical 
errors.  It will be 
properly 
formatted for a 
formal paper 
(introduction, 
thesis statement, 
supporting 
evidence and 
conclusion). 
Your paper will 
be cited using 
MLA or APA 
style.  It will be 
typed, double-
spaced using a 12 
point Times or 
Arial font. 

Your paper will 
contain the who, 
what, when, 
where and how of 
the person’s life, 
events and 
accomplishments. 
I am looking for 
the important 
moments of that 
person’s life that 
helped shape or 
change America.  
Your paper will 
be generally free 
of spelling and 
grammatical 
errors but not 
completely free.  
It will be 
properly 
formatted for a 
formal paper 
(introduction, 
thesis statement, 
supporting 
evidence and 
conclusion).  
Your paper will 
contain cites 
though perhaps 
inappropriately 
formatted ones.  
It will be typed, 
double-spaced 
using a 12 points 
Times or Arial 
font.    

Your paper will 
contain the who, 
what, when, 
where and how of 
the person’s life, 
events and 
accomplishments. 
I am looking for 
the important 
moments of that 
person’s life that 
helped shape or 
change America. 
Your paper 
contains spelling 
and grammar 
problems.  It is 
not properly 
formatted for a 
formal paper 
(may not contain 
all elements like 
an introduction, 
thesis statement, 
supporting 
evidence and 
conclusion).  
Your paper may 
not contain cites 
for direct 
quotations.  Your 
paper will be 
typed, double-
spaced using a 12 
point Times or 
Arial font.  

Your paper lacks 
the basic 
information 
required for the 
assignment (the 
who, what, 
when, where and 
how of the 
person.)  Your 
paper contains 
many spelling 
and grammar 
issues.  Your 
paper is 
improperly 
formatted (does 
not contain the 
basic elements of 
a formal paper, 
introduction, 
thesis, 
supporting 
evidence and 
conclusion).  
Your paper will 
be typed, 
double-space 
using a 12 point 
Times or Arial 
font. 

40 points 35-40 points 29-34 24-28 23 and under 
 


